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StudySync:

Getting Started Student Guide

Welcome to StudySync! This year in class you will be using StudySync to
complete reading, writing, and critical thinking assignments. You will be
submitting your work directly into the system for your peers and teachers to
review. Don't worry, your teachers will be explaining a lot more about
StudySync in class, but for now, this guide will help get you started.

CREATING YOUR STUDYSYNC ACCOUNT:

1. Visit: app.studysync.com

2. At the bottom of the page, select "Student Create Account with Group Key."

‘3 j St U d ysynC Together We're Smarter.™

WELCOME "¢

Click here to set up your
© Student Create Account with Group Key | 4= StudySyne account.
\
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3. Using the Group Key code your @0 ~ 4
teacher assigned to you, fill out the o StUdyDynC
information on the next screen to
create your account.

Group Key | hiri0741n

Usemame I ‘
Create a username and password Baseyerd | |
you can easily memorize. Email Password Confirn | ]
addresses or “last name + student .
number” are good ideas for Emall {optional) | 1
usernames. Frst Name | |
Last Name \ \

O agree to the Terms of Use

REGISTER

YOUR STUDYSYNC ACCOUNT:

1. Once you create your student account, you will be able to login to
app.studysync.com using your username and password. You can easily join
additional groups when your teachers give you the Group Key. Just click on the
drop-down menu under your name and select “Join Group.” Enter in the Group Key,
and you will start receiving assignments for that Group.

BINDER BLASTS

Gaby Abbott

Click “Join
Group” to
enter
additional
Group
Keys.

v

Profile >
Join Group >

Logout >

ASSIGNMENTS ' §
What's Next?
Find out what you need to do.

oo LN /

'SR L Ll
4T TTTTE
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2. When you login to your StudySync account, you will be on your Home page.

Gaby Abbott )

3. Clicking on the Assignments tab will take you to your Assignment Carousel. These
are the Assignments you need to complete.

Iiii i \ME] \"i - -iivl “i 'l- -Ei T’.ii’-- -E 'i;iifi’- -iE -i.i -i'-

Gaby Abbott Y LOOk here
for

HE ADVENTURES OF TOM SAWYER information
Th : by Mark Twain
Assigned By: Mrs. Thomas aprt the
Due: December 18, 2015 aSSIgI’lmel’lt,

including
which
teacher
assigned it
and the due
date.




4. Click on an assignment to get started. Many assignments will have additional video
and audio support to help you understand the text and assignment.

ASSIGNMENTS REVIEW BINDER BLASTS LIBRARY

$3studysync -
The Preview is
——— like a movie
ASSIGNMENT trailer for the
text. Watch it to
get some
additional
background
THE ADVENTURES OF TOM infOT'matiOn
SAWYER
by Mark Twain about the text
DUE Friday, December 18, 2015 I ——S e eintt. S .
Mark Twain 1 bl | a”d/o_r time
READ THE TEXT > a5 22 E— - e perlod.
WATCHSyncTV > Tom Sawyer

THINK > !
WRITE >

5. After you watch the Preview (if one is available), click on “Read the Text.” This is
where you will read and annotate an excerpt from the book.

READ
@ PLAY AUDIO u PRINT

You can listen to
the excerpt read
aloud by clicking

ASSIGNMENT

He began to think of the fun he had planned for this day, and his sorrows multiplied. Soon the
free boys would come tripping along on all sorts of delicious expeditions, and they would on the Play
make a world of fun of him for having to work—the very thought of it burnt him like fire. He got Audio button

out his worldly wealth and examined it—bits of toys, marbles, and trash; enough to buy an

THE ADVENTURES OF TOM exchange of WORK, maybe, but not half enough to buy so much as half an hour of pure

SAWYER freedom. So he returned his straitened means to his pocket, and W
by Mark Twain buy the boys. At this dark and hopeless moment an inspiration buif n him! Nothing less

OuE Fridey, December 16, 2015 than a great, magnificent inspirptias
WATCH THE PREVIEW N Cancel | Add Note | Add Highlight

As you read,
keep track of
your thinking by

2 READTHETEXT

WATCH SyncTV

THINK
WRITE

studysync.com

He took up his brush and went tranquilly to work. Ben Rogers hove in sight presently—the very
boy, of all boys, whose ridicule he had been dreading. Ben's gait was the
hop-skip-and-jump—proof enough that his heart was light and his anticipations high. He was
eating an apple, and giving a long, melodious whoop, at intervals, followed by a deep-toned
ding-dong-dong, ding-dong-dong, for he was personating a steamboat. As he drew near, he
slackened speed, took the middle of the street, leaned far over to starboard and rounded to
ponderously and with laborious pomp and circumstance—for he was personating the Big
Missouri, and considered himself to be drawing nine feet of water. He was boat and captain
and engine-bells combined, so he had to imagine himself standing on his own hurricane-deck
giving the orders and executing them:

"Stop her, sir! Ting-a-ling-ling!" The headway ran almost out, and he drew up slowly toward the
sidewalk.

"Ship up to back! Ting-a-ling-ling!" His arms straightened and stiffened down his sides.

7 ANNOTATIONS: (0): View All | Turn Annotations Off

including notes
and highlights.
When you select
a part of the
text, you will be
prompted to add
an annotation.
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6. The SyncTV episode is an example discussion between students about the text
and prompt. If your assignment includes a SyncTV episode, be sure to watch it to
get an idea of how to respond to the prompt your teacher has assigned. This
discussion will also help you learn how to think more deeply about a text and to
refer back to it in order to support your ideas.

@0 ~ :
33studysync "

ASSIGNMENT

THE ADVENTURES OF TOM
SAWYER

by Mark Twain

oue Friday, December 18, 2015

WATCH THE PREVIEW >
READ THE TEXT >
3 WATCH SyncTV

n THINK >
WRITE >

7. The Think section of an assignment includes three short answer or multiple-choice
questions. There is a corresponding video clip from the SyncTV episode to help
you think about the question and form your answers.

ASSIGNMENTS REVIEW BINDER BLASTS LIBRARY

33studysync -

THINK

ASSIGNMENT
? Question 1:

What questions or thoughts
do you have after reading
this excerpt from "The
Adventures of Tom Sawyer?"

THE ADVENTURES OF TOM

SAWYER
by Mark Twain
DUE Friday, December 18, 2015
WATCH THE PREVIEW >
READ THE TEXT >
WATCH SyncTV >
THINK
.

WRITE >
Next Question
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8. The Write part of your assignment is where you will respond to the prompt your
teacher has assigned. You can view the Grading Rubric and save your Draft before
submitting your response. Once you submit your response, your teacher and your

peers will be able to read your response.

W REVIEW BINDER BLASTS LIBRARY

Gaby Abbott Y

Tom Sawyer doesn't seem to play by society's rules. Though the nature of this
whitewashing scheme is not serious, does such behavior imply bigger problems? In 200-
words, argue the potential consequences when people believe that rules don't apply to

them. Use examples from the excerpt to support your answer. Click here to
view the
P sz2e®| B I =0 @ == EBE & a @ rubric your
THE ADVENTURES OF TOM teacher and
SAWYER .
by Mark Twain peefs W///
DUE: Friday, December 18, 2015 be Uang to
Bl WATCH THE PREVIEW > evaluate
4l READ THE TEXT > your
response.
Bl wATCH syncTv >
"4 Gl >
4
0 words

9. Once you complete an assignment, you can review your peers’ responses
(@anonymously!). Head over to your Review tab to get started.

Gaby Abbott v

Go to your Review tab

THE LOTTERY: by Shirley Jackson

Review End Date: June 03, 2016
R to read and evaluate

Reviews Completed: 1 - Reviews Available: 2

your peers’ responses.
You can only review
your classmates’
responses once you
have completed the
assignment yourself.




10. Click on the assignment to reread the prompt and text, and to read your peer’s
response. This is anonymous for students, so you don’t need to worry about others
knowing which response is yours. However, your teacher has access to this
information.

R
$3studysync "

PEER'S RESPONSE

REVIEW ’ PRINT

In the lottery the story is based upon tradition that receives certain rituals. The Lottery creates its
own atmosphere as the the story proceeds. However, Why is the atmosphere important? Many

& words can describe the atmosphere of The Lottery, such as somber, misleading or Eerie which

Synce gives readers a demand or interest to read more.

As i was reading The Lottery, the atmosphere created inevitability. Many events or emotions
by Shirley Jackson became part of nature that could be felt but not easily passed. All of the characters have a
expres: Friday, June 03, 2016 different perspective. The children don't really understand. However, the adults are completely
RESPONSE: 1 0f 2 aware but they aren't able to perceive any true reality.As the smooth rounded stones are
. PROMPT AND TEXT > gathered and piled into a corner, the children are excited but not aware the nature of collecting
the rocks is that someone will die. The black box is a determining symbolic feature to represent
their tradition. As years have passed the box has became tattered and worn; though it may not
be the original box, pieces of the original had preceded the present box they use today. What
REVIEW e about the box represents tradition? As the author describes the color, shape, and condition of
the box it represents that although the tradition still remains it starts to fade and become worn

THE LOTTERY

1. After you read your peer’s response, you will Review it using the rubric your
teacher has assigned.

$3studysync Gaby bt ™

REVIEW A

REVIEW
Tell this student what you think of his or her response, and explain whether it satisfies the
quil of the
Ft B seMlBImnow =50 86 a8 ~ . .
= Give specific feedback
There are many stories in the worid that comment on the state of society, or our nature B
as human beings. Some of these works stay with read king a lasting imp. ), on yOU/’ peer S response
THE LOTTERY while others spark a great deal of controversy. in the text box.
by Shirley Jackson
;“’NES Fv-:i:!-z June 03,2016 | thought your introduction was very solid!
. PROMPT AND TEXT > Overall, | think you followed the prompt very closely. Your use of specific details from

READ PEER'S RESPONSE the text really helped to support your ideas.

‘
RATE

Respond to the following with a point rating that reflects your opinion. Rate the I’GS,DOHSG USing
the rubric assigned by
|deas expressed were clear and focused BEEEEC your teaCher. A bOX WI-//
Opinions were logical and supported EEEEE pop up eXplaining each
Structure was well organized EEEEN pOint Va/LIe When you

Word choices were compelling and appropriate %‘ SCI’O// over the point
Grammar and spelling were accurate bOXes With your cursor.
k YOUR RATING: 23/25

Grammar and Spelling - 4: There are few grammatical, SUB

mechanical, or spelling errors.
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12. All of your completed assignments and reviews are held in your Binder. Go here to
see the reviews you receive from your teacher and your peers for an assignment.

studysync.com
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THE LOTTERY: by Shiriey Jackson
Cormpleted: July 01. 2013
Reviews Recetved Totek: 2 - Reviews Received Past Week: 0

Gaby Abbott v

BINDER

THE LOTTERY

by Shirley Jackson

compLETED: July 01, 2013
ASSIGNEDBY: Mrs. Thomas

PROMPT AND TEXT
MY RESPONSE >

3 TEACHER REVIEW
PEER REVIEWS

REVIEWS I'VE GIVEN >
ﬂ THINK RESPONSES >
PREVIEW VIDEO >

B SyncTV EPISODE

REVIEW

S In the Teacher
Date: 06724113 Review section, you
Ideas expressed were clear and focused EEEEN can see the ra tlng
Opinions were logical and supported EEEEN yOU received from
Structure was well organized [ 1 | |mm] your teacher’ as We//

Word choices were compelling and appropriate EEEEN

Grammar and spelling were accurate EEEEE as no teS and
T gg— annotations on
particular sections of

::I:::::r,‘ S:;ﬁntz: time, make sure you're ing your work into p phs and using your response' C/I.Ck
on a highlighted

Notes: section to view your

Review:

The Lottery is a tradition in the village, no matter ho'wwrong s e, coprenrure vinage go £
about the sunny day as they normally would, only with a heavy cloud of tension resting upon all teaCh er S
of them. They know what is about to happen is inevitable. The children go about it as if it's a Commen ts

game, or even a holiday. "The children were first, of course." They all gathered rocks into piles,
and "broke into boisterous play," making a game out of it until Mr. Summers was ready to
begin. Meanwhile, the men of the families were gathered around chatting about farming and
taxes nervously. "Their jokes were quiet and they smiled rather than laughed." They went about

$3studysync — -

BINDER

THE LOTTERY
by Shirley Jackson

COMPLETED. July 01,2013
ASSIGNED BY: Mrs. Thomas

[l ProveT ano TexT
MY RESPONSE

TEACHER REVIEW

>
By -
4 PEER REVIEWS Date:  June 24,2013
>

B reviews rve oven
THINK RESPONSES
PREVEW VIDEO

ﬂ SyncTV EPISODE

SUMMARY A

TOTAL REVIEWS RECEIVED: 2

In the Peer Reviews
section, you can see

Ideas expressed were clear and focused 45

Opinions were logical and supported a5 g i g
Structure was well organized 35 your average ra tln ’
Word choices were compeling and appropriate 50 as well as notes and
Grammar and spelling were accurate 50

AVERAGE RATING: 22.5/ 25 Scores yOu ’Ve

received from each

of your peers.

Notice that this is still
anonymous for
students (but your
teacher has access
to this information!).

Ideas expressed were clear and focused
Opinions were logical and supported

Structure was well organized

Word choices were compeling and appropriate

Grammar and spelling were accurate

YOUR RATING: 22/25

Review:
Wow. Bravo. | read that and a smirk formed on my face.

I really fike your response. As | read i, your use of words and use made it to where | could really
see your view.

However, not at every point.

If | may suggest in the future, put yourself in the shoes of the reviewer. When you're pretending
you're someone else, ask yourself *If | wasn't me, would | be able to completely see my opinion?*

Getting Started Student Guide




13. Your Blast tab is where you will go to complete weekly Blast assignments, which
are short reading, research, and writing assignments based on topics of interest
and current events.

@ studysync
E!BLA TS

ALAST INDEX

14. You will be prompted to complete any Live, or current Blast assignments.

g studysync

* First, read the Blast title BLASTS e

and Response T
P e

question. This is the
question you will be
answering in a tweet-
length response (140
characters or less).

* Read the Background <. TN
; ; Right to Work
Inform atlo n tO Iea rn. Should middle school-aged youths be allowed to work?
more about the topic.
~ Share your voice. Tell the world. # StudySync Blast Info
CREATE YOUR BLAST: CHARS LEFT: 440
School's almost out for summer! For

e Go further — follow the
. Should middle school-aged many kids, the months ahead will be full
Research Links to learn Jouths be allowed to work? Py 65 s ot e e

reading books or watching TV. For

even more many other kids, summer can be a great

. time to earn some cash. How iconic is
the classic *summer job™ — whether it's
babysitting, ifeguarding or working at
the local scoop shop?

What most kids don’t know, however, is

VA
[ )
Complete the Blast et wokdng I many capachies b Bega
for kids under 18. For kids 13 and under,
Response and the there ae only a fewjobs you can do.

and for - and 15-year-olds, all kinds of
Quick PO | | Do you plan on working this limits apply. Long ago, limits on child
. > labor were crucial to make sure kids
summers were in school and not performing
oo ¥ dangerous jobs in mines or factories.
(B L A 3 Tod:y. how):ver. many kids want o use
[ I hope to make some cash their time to make some money.
babysitting or helping my parents.

— whether it's teaching piano lessons,

i i i Youth Rules — | Am Under 4
gemrlig ggs 1 band: i i Informational: The U.S. government has all kinds
[ I'dlike to get a real job at a store, of rules about what you can and cannot do
restaurant, or other business. when you're young — learn about them here
Middle Schoolers Needing Some Extra Cash?
Informationat: This article, targeted at parents,
m nevertheless provides some usefu Sraegies
for approaching employment as a middle
schooler

Age Restrictions

Wise Geek provides some.
background and history on age limits to
working in the U.S.

Teens Expected to be Hard

Sun
to Fin:
News: Teens in Boston talk about their

avnananrac with wak and lnnbinn far wad in
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15. Once you complete a Blast
assignment, you will be able to
review and rate your peers’ Blast
responses. You will also be able to
see the ratings your response
receives, as well as the top rated
Blast responses. Check back often to
see the top responses and Quick Poll
results!

* Rate your peers. Let them know. *‘\:’ How have you been rated? &
PEER BLAST: YOUR BLAST:

THE BLAST:

Yes, definitely! We are just as
responsible as a lot of high school
students.

I'm not sure. It would be nice to make
money, but we should focus on school
and just being a kid as long as we can.

YOUR BLAST RATING AVERAGE: 0 RATINGS

YOUR RATING:

Select a star that reflects the insight of the
blast, whether you agree with it or not.
(1=inadequate to 5 = exceptional)

gk gk g gy

ADD AN OPTIONAL NOTE:

hg kg akehd

RATINGS YOU'VE RECEIVED:

| agree, but not ALL middle school
students are as responsible as high

StudySync Blast Info
school students. # s

BACKGROUND:

Ny

Chars Left: 53

School’s almost out for summer! For

many kids, the months ahead will be

full of relaxing, hanging by the pool,
reading books or watching TV. For
many other kids, summer can be a
great time to earn some cash. How
iconic is the classic “summer job” —
whether it's babysitting, lifeguarding or
working at the local scoop shop?

STATUS:

You have reviewed O blasts.

You have 1blasts available to review

You must review at least 5 blasts and receive
at least 5 to make the Top 10.

What most kids don't know, however, is

16. Your last tab is your
Library. Your Library
includes all of the texts in

StudySync. You can

STUDYSYNC LIBRARY

lii\ Explore By
search the Library using —
the search box or search

filters. You can also save
titles to your Bookshelf.

SYNCTV

Fiction (263)
© Non-fiction (160)
O Drama (49)

O Poetry (89)
SUBJECT

Save your favorite titles to
your StudySync Bookshelf.

O History (132)

O Science, Math & Tech (23)

O Soclal Studies (98)

PUBLICATION DATE

Date range: 1590-2013
/I

O Texts prior to 1590 (29)

covery & Exploration (51)
Society & the Individual

Women's Studies (41)
e & Power (95)
54)

ath (82)
Rites of Passage (121)

000000 ®
-
o

$3studysync

O English/Language Arts (440)

ASSIGNMENTS BINDER BLASTS LIBRARY

Gaby Abbott

(<

Search  Title

(L Most Popular

Frankenstein

by Mary Shelley,
Fiction, 1818 U

iy %
I!N [

|

Ender's Game
by Orson Scott Card,
Fiction, 1991

1 The ure
Chapter 31)
by Mark Twain,

£ Fiction, 1885 o

ure
(Chapter 15)

0 by Mark Twain,
Fiction, 1885

We’'re excited for you to be a part of our learning community. If you have any questions
about StudySync or your assignments, just ask your teacher.

Welcome to the StudySync Community!

studysync.com
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